
Star Lake Canal 
 
Post-Hurricane Harvey conditions of soil and sediment at Star Lake Canal are consistent with historical 
site conditions that existed before the Hurricane Harvey made landfall.  
  
On September 8, soil and sediment samples were collected and analyzed for contaminants that had 
remedial goals listed in the Record of Decision (ROD). These chemicals include eleven metals, 
dibenzofuran, five pesticides, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), and two volatile organic compounds (VOCs). The samples were collected in one of the few areas 
at the site that borders commercial and residential property. This area was reported to have had 1 to 2 
feet of flooding. The sediment results were similar to results obtained prior to the hurricane. Seven of 
the sediment results exceeded the cleanup goals established in the ROD. These results were expected 
since the Remedial Action (RA) has not begun. No soil sample results exceeded levels of concern for 
human health.  
 
The Star Lake Canal site is comprised of two industrial canals and associated wetlands. From the 1940s 
till the Clean Water Act was passed in 1976, the canals received wastewater from surrounding industrial 
operations.  After 1976 wastewater was treated prior to discharge. The Remedial Investigation (RI) 
identified unacceptable risk to benthic invertebrates and several ecological receptors. The human health 
risk assessment did not identify any unacceptable risk.   
 
The site is currently in the early stages of the remedial design (RD).  The ROD was signed in September 
2013 and the agreement to conduct the RD was signed in September 2016. Sampling had started just 
days before the hurricane made landfall for a pre-design investigation that is part of the RD. The 
sampling was halted due the hurricane and will not resume for at least 70 days due to the hurricane 
impact. The sampling will consist of bulk sediment, passive sampling, and possibly toxicity testing in 
selected areas for the contaminates identified in the ROD. After the remedial design is completed, the 
site will progress to cleanup. 
 
The next site evaluation will be during the Superfund Five-Year Review. EPA is responsible for reviewing 
Superfund remedial actions at least every five years where hazardous substances, pollutants or 
contaminants will remain on site above levels that allow for unlimited use and unrestricted exposure.  
CERCLA also requires that EPA report to Congress regarding these sites. A Superfund Five-Year Review 
Report to Congress is prepared each fiscal year. 
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